
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



378 THE AMERICAN NATURALIST [Vol. XL 

tion of the bottom suitable for oyster-farming, "and it is safe to esti- 
mate the total area of valuable oyster-ground in our state at one thou- 
sand square miles." If this vast area could be properly developed, 
there should be a good supply for years to come. The author points 
out clearly what should be done, and we trust he will have the coopera- 
tion of every intelligent man in saving and redeeming this great in- 
dustry. 

C. W. J. 

Sea-shore Life. 1 — Dr. Mayer has presented to the public a popular 
work which, while not without merit, shows a carelessness in arrange- 
ment and constant misstatement of facts which we hardly expect in 
these days when accuracy and precision of classification are considered 
of paramount importance. 

•The book presents a truly attractive appearance, and the figures 
with few exceptions are new and really valuable. The closing table 
of references seems well chosen. 

The text, however, is the part which gives most evident signs of 
hasty preparation. The sections dealing with "Jellyfishes and Hy- 
droids" and with "Sea Anemones and Corals" reveal no startling 
peculiarities, nor, except for rather unimportant details, do the fol- 
lowing sections until we arrive at that entitled "The Crustaceans." 
Here the arrangement is startling indeed. Under the subheading 
"The Barnacles," the following genera are discussed and figured: 
Balanus, Coronula, Lepas, Homarus, Palinurus, and Alpheus. 
"The Crayfishes" follow in a perfectly rational manner. Next 
come "Shrimps and Prawns." On page 89 we read: "Shrimps are 
known to science as the Schizopoda!" And now these following 
genera, presumably Schizopods are discussed Crangon, Paleemon- 
etes, Penreus, Stenopus, and last but by no means the least in this 
connection, Mysis. Among the "Hermit Crabs" we find Hippa 
and Squilla. On page 107, Geocarcinus occurs among the "Fid- 
dler Crabs," and under this same main heading the spider crabs and 
Limulus. Among the molluscs under the heading "The Fresh-water 
Mussels," we find Pecten, Anomia, and Meleagrina. 

We must not, however, presume to be hypercritical. For all its 
peculiarities this book will probably amuse as many as it leads away 
from the devious paths of correct scientific classification. 

T B. 

'Mayer, A. G. Sea-shore Life. The Invertebrates of the New York Coast. 
New York Aquarium Series, No. 1. Published by the New York Zoological 
Society, 1905. 8vo, 181 pp., 119 figs. 



